
INFORMATION ABOUT SAUL THE PHARISEE 

Acts 22:25-28:  But when they had stretched him out for the whips, Paul said to the centurion 

who was standing by, “Is it lawful for you to flog a man who is a Roman citizen and 

uncondemned?”  When the centurion heard this, he went to the tribune and said to him, “What 

are you about to do? For this man is a Roman citizen.”  So the tribune came and said to him, 

“Tell me, are you a Roman citizen?”  And he said, “Yes.”  The tribune answered, “I bought this 

citizenship for a large sum.” Paul said, “But I am a citizen by birth.”  

 

Acts 22:3:  “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but brought up in this city, educated at the feet 

of Gamaliel
 
according to the strict manner of the law of our fathers, being zealous for God as all 

of you are this day.” 

 

Acts 7:58:  Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him.  And the witnesses laid down their 

garments at the feet of a young man named Saul.  

 

Philemon 1:9:  For love’s sake I prefer to appeal to you – I, Paul, an old man and now a prisoner 

also for Christ Jesus… 

 

Acts 23:6:  Now when Paul perceived that one part were Sadducees and the other Pharisees, he 

cried out in the council, “Brothers, I am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees.  It is with respect to the 

hope and the resurrection of the dead that I am on trial.”  

 

Philippians 3:4-6  :  …though I myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also.  If anyone 

else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more:  circumcised on the eighth day, 

of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 

as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness, under the law
 
blameless.  

 

Acts 7:58, 8:1:  Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him.  And the witnesses laid down 

their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul…  And Saul approved of his execution.  

And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all 

scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 

 

 

TWO KEY DATES FOR OUR CHRONOLOGY 

Galatians 1:16b-18:  I did not immediately consult with anyone; nor did I go up to Jerusalem to 

those who were apostles before me, but I went away into Arabia, and returned again to 

Damascus.  Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and remained with him 

fifteen days. 

 

Galatians 2:1:  Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking 

Titus along with me.  

 

 

THE CONVERSION OF SAUL 

Acts 9:1-19:  But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went 

to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found 



any belonging to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.  Now as he 

went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around 

him.  And falling to the ground he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you 

persecuting me?”  And he said, “Who are you, Lord?”  And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are 

persecuting.  But rise and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.”  The men who 

were traveling with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one.  Saul rose from 

the ground, and although his eyes were opened, he saw nothing.  So they led him by the hand and 

brought him into Damascus.  And for three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.  

Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias.  The Lord said to him in a vision, 

“Ananias.”  And he said, “Here I am, Lord.”  And the Lord said to him, “Rise and go to the street 

called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is 

praying, and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so 

that he might regain his sight.”  But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this 

man, how much evil he has done to your saints at Jerusalem.  And here he has authority from the 

chief priests to bind all who call on your name.”  But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a 

chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of 

Israel.  For I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.”  So Ananias 

departed and entered the house.  And laying his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord 

Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you came has sent me so that you may regain 

your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”  And immediately something like scales fell from 

his eyes, and he regained his sight.  Then he rose and was baptized;  and taking food, he was 

strengthened.  

 

 

THREE YEARS IN ARABIA AND DAMASCUS 

Galatians 1:15-17:  But when he who had set me apart before I was born,
 
and who called me by 

his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son to
 
me, in order that I might preach him among the 

Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with anyone;
 
nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who 

were apostles before me, but I went away into Arabia, and returned again to Damascus.  

 

Acts 9:19b-24:  For some days he was with the disciples at Damascus.  And immediately he 

proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.”  And all who heard him 

were amazed and said, “Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem of those who called 

upon this name?  And has he not come here for this purpose, to bring them bound before the 

chief priests?”  But Saul increased all the more in strength, and confounded the Jews who lived 

in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Christ.  When many days had passed, the Jews 

plotted to kill him, but their plot became known to Saul.  They were watching the gates day and 

night in order to kill him,  

 

2 Corinthians 11:32:  At Damascus, the governor under King Aretas was guarding the city of 

Damascus in order to seize me, but I was let down in a basket through a window in the wall and 

escaped his hands.   

 

Acts 9:25:  But his disciples took him by night and let him down through an opening in the wall,
 

lowering him in a basket.  

 



 

THE FIRST JERUSALEM VISIT 

Galatians 1:18a:  Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem... 

 

Acts 9:26-28a:  And when he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join the disciples.  And 

they were all afraid of him, for they did not believe that he was a disciple.  But Barnabas took 

him and brought him to the apostles and declared to them how on the road he had seen the Lord, 

who spoke to him, and how at Damascus he had preached boldly in the name of Jesus.  So he 

went in and out among them at Jerusalem... 

 

Galatians 1:18b-20:  ...to visit Cephas and remained with him fifteen days.  But I saw none of 

the other apostles except James the Lord’s brother.  (In what I am writing to you, before God, I 

do not lie!)  

 

Acts 9:28b-30:  ...preaching boldly in the name of the Lord.  And he spoke and disputed against 

the Hellenists.
 
 But they were seeking to kill him.  And when the brothers learned this, they 

brought him down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus.  

 

 

PAUL’S YEARS IN TARSUS 

Galatians 1:21-24:  Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia.  And I was still unknown 

in person to the churches of Judea that are in Christ.  They only were hearing it said, “He who 

used to persecute us is now preaching the faith he once tried to destroy.”  And they glorified God 

because of me.  

 

Acts 9:31:  So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was being 

built up.  And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it multiplied. 

 

2 Corinthians 12:2-10:  I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the 

third heaven – whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows.  And I know 

that this man was caught up into paradise – whether in the body or out of the body I do not know,  

God knows – and he heard things that cannot be told, which man may not utter.  On behalf of 

this man I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses.  Though 

if I should wish to boast, I would not be a fool, for I would be speaking the truth.  But I refrain 

from it, so that no one may think more of me than he sees in me or hears from me.  So to keep 

me from being too elated by the surpassing greatness of the revelations,
 
a thorn was given me in 

the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from being too elated.  Three times I 

pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me.  But he said to me, “My grace is 

sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”  Therefore I will boast all the 

more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.  For the sake of 

Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities.  For 

when I am weak, then I am strong.  

 

 

ANTIOCH 



Acts 11:22-30:  The report of this came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent 

Barnabas to Antioch.  When he came and saw the grace of God, he was glad, and he exhorted 

them all to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast purpose,  for he was a good man, full of the 

Holy Spirit and of faith.  And a great many people were added to the Lord.  So Barnabas went to 

Tarsus to look for Saul, and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch.  For a whole 

year they met with the church and taught a great many people.  And in Antioch the disciples 

were first called Christians.  Now in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch.  

And one of them named Agabus stood up and foretold by the Spirit that there would be a great 

famine over all the world (this took place in the days of Claudius).  So the disciples determined, 

everyone according to his ability, to send relief to the brothers
 
living in Judea.  And they did so, 

sending it to the elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul.  

 

THE SECOND VISIT TO JERUSALEM 

Galatians 2:1-10:  Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking 

Titus along with me.  I went up because of a revelation and set before them (though privately 

before those who seemed influential) the gospel that I proclaim among the Gentiles, in order to 

make sure I was not running or had not run in vain.  But even Titus, who was with me, was not 

forced to be circumcised, though he was a Greek.  Yet because of false brothers secretly brought 

in – who slipped in to spy out our freedom that we have in Christ Jesus, so that they might bring 

us into slavery – to them we did not yield in submission even for a moment, so that the truth of 

the gospel might be preserved for you.  And from those who seemed to be influential (what they 

were makes no difference to me; God shows no partiality) – those, I say, who seemed influential 

added nothing to me.  On the contrary, when they saw that I had been entrusted with the gospel 

to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been entrusted with the gospel to the circumcised (for he 

who worked through Peter for his apostolic ministry to the circumcised worked also through me 

for mine to the Gentiles), and when James and Cephas and John, who seemed to be pillars, 

perceived the grace that was given to me, they gave the right hand of fellowship to Barnabas and 

me, that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised.  Only, they asked us to 

remember the poor, the very thing I was eager to do.  

                                                                   

 

RETURN TO ANTIOCH 

Acts 12:25:  And Barnabas and Saul returned from
 
Jerusalem when they had completed their 

service, bringing with them John, whose other name was Mark.  

 

 

FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY 

Acts 13:1-3:  Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers, Barnabas, Simeon 

who was called Niger,
 
Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a member of the court of Herod the tetrarch, 

and Saul.  While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for 

me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.”  Then after fasting and praying 

they laid their hands on them and sent them off.  

 

Acts 14:21b-28:  They returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, strengthening the souls 

of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying that through many 

tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.  And when they had appointed elders for them in 



every church, with prayer and fasting they committed them to the Lord in whom they had 

believed.  Then they passed through Pisidia and came to Pamphylia.  And when they had spoken 

the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia, and from there they sailed to Antioch, where they 

had been commended to the grace of God for the work that they had fulfilled.  And when they 

arrived and gathered the church together, they declared all that God had done with them, and 

how he had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles.  And they remained no little time with the 

disciples. 

 

 

CONFLICT WITH THE CIRCUMCISION PARTY 

Acts 15:1-2a:  But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, “Unless 

you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.”  And after Paul 

and Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with them... 

 

Galatians 2:11-14:  But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he 

stood condemned.  For before certain men came from James, he was eating with the Gentiles; but 

when they came he drew back and separated himself, fearing the circumcision party.  And the 

rest of the Jews acted hypocritically along with him, so that even Barnabas was led astray by 

their hypocrisy.  But when I saw that their conduct was not in step with the truth of the gospel, I 

said to Cephas before them all, “If you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how 

can you force the Gentiles to live like Jews?”  

  

 

WRITING OF GALATIANS 

 

[Acts 18:2:  And he found a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, recently come from Italy 

with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome.  And he 

went to see them, ] 

 

 

THE JERUSALEM COUNCIL 

Acts 15:2b-6:  Paul and Barnabas and some of the others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem 

to the apostles and the elders about this question.  So, being sent on their way by the church, they 

passed through both Phoenicia and Samaria, describing in detail the conversion of the Gentiles, 

and brought great joy to all the brothers.  When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by 

the church and the apostles and the elders, and they declared all that God had done with them.  

But some believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees rose up and said, “It is necessary 

to circumcise them and to order them to keep the law of Moses.”  The apostles and the elders 

were gathered together to consider this matter. 

 

  


